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,” 


SCOTS NATION, &. 
4 8 |. ” 1.28 


George Mackenzie M. D. Fellow of | 
the Royal College of Phyſicians in 


Edinburgh. 0 
A Illuſtrious Predeceſſors, as ha ve been Eminent, either for Piety, Va- 
lour, or Learning: And it has been thought no ſmall Piece of Ser- 


vice done to the Republick of Learning, To have Collected, into one Volume, 
The Names and Titles of their Works. 


LL the Polite Nations of the World, have had their Brographers, who 
Tranſmitted to Poſterity, the Lives and Characters of ſuch of their 


OUR Nation has produc'd no Biqgrapher, worth the mentioning, excep- 
ting Dempſter and Camerarius; and both theſe have Fraughted their Books 
with ſuch Monſtrous Fables, and Falſe Citations, that they have obtain'd no- 
thing by their Labours, but the deſerv'd Character of Fabulous Writers.. So 
that the Right Reverend and Learned Dr. MVicolſon, Biſhop of Carliſle, had 
Reaſon to ſay, in his Preface to the Scots Hiſi: Librar: That to one, who Con- 
feders how many Great Men of Letters, in all Faculties, the Kingdom of Scotland 
has produc d; and what a Figure, the Gentlemen of I hat Nation have frequently 
. in the Univer ſities of Italy, France, and Germany : It muſt appear very 
ſtrange and unaccountable, that ſo few of I hoſe, have been the Subjects of particular 
Mens Pens; and that ſuch Mighty Hero's m Learning, to whom the Old Romans 
and Athenians would have erected Altars, ſhould want even the cheap Acknowleds- 
ment of a Paper - Monument. 
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THESE, and many other Reaſons, which ſhall be mention'd in the Pre- 
face to this Work, did induce the Aubor to beſtow ſome Part of his Studies 


theſe 
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of this kind, that He could obtain, thro'his Painful Search in the Bodleian 
Library at Oxford; and in all ſuch other Libraries, Abroad and at Home, as 


he had occaſion to Viſit. 


AND in regard, that moſt Nations in A excepting Our Own, have 
Fournuls,giving Account of the Wrizngs of their Learned Men; This Work con- 
tains, not only the Lives and Characters of the Illuſtrious Perſons therein-men- 
tion d; but likewiſe an Abſira# of Their ſeveral Works, with an Account 
of the various Editions of them, and the Judgments of the Learned concerning 
them. Yea further, nothing ſhall be Aſerted concerning any of 
Them, but what ſhall be Prov'd, either from Their own Writings, the 
Writings of theſe Co-temporary with them, or by other Writers of Unque- 


ſtionable Veracity. 


FROM the Confideration of all which, it is not doubted, but that a Work 
of this Nature, tending ſo much to the Honour and Glory of This Nation, 
will meet with ſuitable Encouragement, and be Acceptable to all Lovers of 


Learning. 
The Propoſals for Subſcriptions. 
I. THIS Work is to be Publiſh'd in Two Volumes in Folio. 


II. TH E Firſt Volume is to confiſt of An Hundred and Fifty Sheets; Printed 
with the ſame Types, and on the ſame Paper, as theſe Propoſals ; and 
will be ready to be Deliver'd, in Quires, at Martinmaſs next. 


III. SUCH as have a mind to Subſcribe, are to Pay Ten Shillings Sterl. at 
the Time of Subſcribing ; for which they ſhall have an Obligatory Re- 
ceipt, for Delivering to them, at the Time appointed, a Copy in Quires, 
upon their Paying other Ten Shillings, as the full Price thereof: 
And all the Subſcribers Names, as Encouragers of This Work, ſhall 
be Printed with the Book it ſelf. ' 


IV. AND for the Subſcribers further Encouragement, the Undertaker does 
hereby Promiſe, That no other Perſon whoſoever, ſhall have an 
Copy of the ſaid Firſt Volume in Quires, under Thirty Shillings 
Sterl. Nor needs it be fear'd, that the Undertaker will leflen his own 
Character ſo much, as todo any thing herein, that may give Occafion 
to his being ranked with ſuch as have formerly fail'd in Promiſes of 


this kind. 


V. ALL ſuch Perſons as defire to have Copies of this firſt VolumePrinted on 
fine Poſt-paper, may have them, on their paying half a Crown 
more than the Price of the other, vix. 15 Pence at Subſcribing, and 15 
Pence more at Delivery: which is no more than the Difference as to the 


Expence of Paper. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS are to be taken in by Thomas Carruthers, 
Book-ſeller in the Parliament-Cloſs, Edinburgh. 
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